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On the
Home Front
IN 1925, WAITE
PHILLIPS-who,
with his brothers,
had founded the
Phillips Petroleum
Company-
completed his
vacation home,
Villa Philmonte,
whose name
combines the f,rst
syllable of Phil-
lips's name with
the Spanish word
for mountain , monte. Designed in the
Spanish Mediterranean style, the house

is an oasis of opulence in the shadow

of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in
northeastern New Mexico, and is open

for guided tours year-round. You'll lind
this little-known gem four miles outside

Cimarr6n, a town of about 800 peoPle

some 160 miles northeast of Santa Fe, off
u.s.64.

Phillips was also a phiianthropist, and

in l94l he donated the 28,400-square-

foot mansion and more than 90,000

acres of his ranch's best camping land
to the Boy Scouts of America. Together

with an adjoining donation of 35,85'l

acres he'd made to the Boy Scouts in
1938, this formed the Philturn Rocky
Mountain Scout Camp, later renamed
the Philmont Scout Ranch. The Ranch
has since grown to encompass 274 sq,tate

miles, and has welcomed thousands of
Boy Scouts.

A tour of Phillips's home presents a

history of the area and of the Phil-
lips family. It begins in the breezeway,

with its elegant frescoes and views of
the sprawling green 1awn, then moves

through the house, which has been

restored with many of the original
furnishings, including the carpets (guests

must remove their shoes). The living
room alone has a mountain-lion rug,

crossed swords over one of the house's
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eight flreplaces, and a grand piano. In
the basement, European sophistication
melds with Southwestern rusticity in the
New Mexico Room, which incorporates

Native American d6cor, and the Tiophy
Room, whose dozen mounted animals

include elk, antelope, and bison. The
tour ends at the flower garden, formerly
a pool.

$5. 17 Deer Run Rd., (575) 376-1136,

www. ph i l montscoutranch.org.

-Kristin 
Conard

Clockwise from left-Phillips Petroleum
co-founder and philanthropist Waite Phillips
built the luxurious Villa Philmonte, which he
later donated to the Boy Scouts of America,
along with his ranch. Today, visitors can tour
the 28,400-square-foot home. The staff strives
to keep the residence looking as it did in the
1930s, as seen in the period photo above.


